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1 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 1 MR. LeCATES: And we have dry conditions.
2 2 We've recently had some rather large
3 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Welcome, Keasha and 3 fires, field fires. Onethat was over 100
4 Lynn. And | want to welcome everybody here 4  acresand took several hoursto contain.
5  today. 5 And with the temperatures coming up and
6 So let's go ahead and start off with the 6  heat indices going to be 105, 106 in the near
7  Pledge of Allegiance of the Flag. 7  future, it'sreally dangerous for firefighters
8 (Pledge of Allegiance.) 8  tobeout in gear when they don't necessarily
9 MR. CALLAHAN: So what we're going to talk 9  haveto be, fighting fires that don't
10  about today for afew minutes, we've got some 10  necessarily haveto be started.
11 concernsonit'sreally dry out. And thefire 11 So I'll turn it over to Sonny to
12 departments and EMS and Emergency Services has 12 elaborate.
13 someconcerns. 13 MR. CALLAHAN: 2yes, sir.
14 So Brian, would you mind coming on up? 14 CHIEF JONES: Thank you. And thanksfor
15 And Sonny, would you mind coming on up? 15 havingus.
16 And sort of let's start briefly helping 16 MR. CALLAHAN: Thank you, Chief.
17  thepublic understand in Talbot County that 17 CHIEF JONES: So basically right now,
18  we've had several fires now, and we're getting 18  other than what Brian said, speaking of drought
19  alittle concerned until it getsrainy again a 19  condition, your moisture content or your
20  littlebit. 20  appreciable rainfal is down about
21 So can you help us understand some of your 21  approximately 25 percent from your normal
Page 3 Page 5
1  concerns? 1  averagefor thistime of year.
2 MR. LeCATES: Sure. So thank you for 2 That decreases the amount of moisture
3 having usand thank you for calling this 3 content in vegetation, which allows firesto
4 special meeting. 4  not only start quickly but to grow rapidly and
5 MR. CALLAHAN: Yup. 5  togrow exponentialy before the Emergency
6 MR. LeCATES: On such short notice. 6  Servicesor fire department personnel even
7 So | was contacted by Chief Jones from the 7  arive
8  Easton Volunteer Fire Department to explorethe | 8 We're requesting this not to try to
9  potential of putting in a burn ban. 9 infringe on the rights of anyone in the county
10 So we've used this as an element in the 10  from doing what they need to do for having open
11  past to be ableto stop unnecessary burnsfor a 11  fires. Weredoing it because the risks
12 certain period of time when we're having 12 outweigh the benefits of open fires at this
13 exceedingly dry and hot weather whereweare |13 point. The potential for conflagration to
14  worried about ignition sources that would cause | 14  occur is much greater because thereis such low
15  amuch larger incident. 15  moisture content in the vegetation.
16 MR. CALLAHAN: Right, right. 16 Speaking with the regional forester this
17 MR. LeCATES: Sothat'swherewereat now |17  morning, he even indicated in our woods, even
18  withthe current forecast of weather 18  though that the plant material is green, that
19  conditions. We are not forecasted to have any 19  theground underneath of that, the organic
20  dgnificant precipitation in the near future. 20  materia isvery dry, which afire can burn
21 MR. CALLAHAN: Right. 21 underground almost unseen and spread rapidly as
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1  wadl, just becausethereisvery little 1 CHIEF JONES: To include bonfires.

2 moisture content. 2 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay, okay.

3 MR. CALLAHAN: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. That 3 CHIEF JONES: And things like that.

4 soundsgreat. 4  Simply becausetherisk is greater than the

5 So let's -- so | think there's afew other 5  rewardin my opinion because --

6  countiesthat have sort of done this, too. 6 MR. CALLAHAN: And fire pit, that type of

7 CHIEF JONES: It's my understanding that 7  stuff sitting around?

8 last Thursday | believe Worcester and Somerset | 8 CHIEF JONES: Yes.

9  enacted aban. 9 MR. LeCATES: Yes.

10 MR. LeCATES: Yesterday. 10 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
11 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Sojust afew little| 11 MR. LeCATES: But it would not include
12 things. 12 grillsfor grilling food.
13 So we want to start using common sensefor | 13 MR. CALLAHAN: Yes. Right.
14 thenext several weeks with stuff like that. 14 MR. LeCATES: Or municipal firework
15  Weknow 4th of July iscomingup. Soweneed |15  displays.
16  tohavealittle common sense with fireworks 16 MR. CALLAHAN: Right.
17  and that type of stuff. 17 MR. LeCATES: Thelarge expensive displays
18 And we also need to have some common sense 18  that some of our municipalities have already
19  when we're dealing with cookouts and, you know,| 19  scheduled, those would still be okay.
20  firesout there, that kind of stuff. 20 MR. CALLAHAN: Beokay todo. Yeah.
21 Are we saying, are we sort of saying just 21  Okay. Sothat'sgreat, that's great.
Page 7 Page 9

1  becommon sense when it comesto sitting around| 1 So okay. Solet's go ahead and get Madam

2 abonfire with your family eating out on the 2  Secretary to go ahead and read the

3 deck or something to that affect? 3 administrative resolution.

4 How do we want to treat that? How do we 4 MS. MORRIS: Administrative resolution to

5  want totell the public? 5  adopt an emergency burning ban throughout

6 CHIEF JONES: So anytimeyou haveany type 6  Talbot County due to prolonged or unusual

7  of openair fire burning, I'm talking about 7  conditions that are conducive to the easy start

8  someone burning brush or material. 8  and spread of fire.

9 MR. CALLAHAN: Yes. 9 Whereas, pursuant to section 119-6A of the
10 CHIEF JONES: Bonfires, things like that, 10  Talbot County Code, amajority of the County
11 the potential for those embers or ashesto 11 Council of Talbot County may, in their capacity
12 carry quite adistance away and start another 12 ascounty executive, impose a burning ban at
13 fireisgreat. 13  anytimein any parts of Talbot County or
14 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. 14  throughout the county as awhole based on the
15 CHIEF JONES: Atthistimebecauseit'sso |15  affirmative recommendation and finding of the
16  dry. 16  Burn Ban Committee that prolonged or unusual
17 MR. CALLAHAN: Right. 17  conditions exist that are conducive to the easy
18 CHIEF JONES: It's my understanding that 18  start and spread of fire.

19  theban would prohibit any outdoor burning 19 And whereas, the county is experiencing
20  whatsoever. 20  abnormally dry conditions with the potential
21 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. 21 for flash drought conditions in portions of the
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1  county throughout the month of June and into 1 fact andincorporated by reference asa
2 themonth of July. 2  substantive part of this administrative
3 And whereas, the National Climatic Data 3 resolution.
4  Center shows 85 percent of the State of 4 Two, acomplete ban on all open air
5 Maryland is experiencing abnormally dry 5  burning is hereby imposed throughout the
6  conditions and portions of the Delmarva 6  county.
7  Peninsulaare experiencing moderate drought. 7 Three, during the entire time this burn
8 And whereas, vegetation along Maryland's 8  banisin effect, no person may alow, permit,
9  Eastern Shore, including in the county, is dry 9  cause start, or continue, despite a request to
10  and proneto ignition, as the county endures 10  continue, any open air burning.
11 such abnormally dry and drought conditions. 11 Four, as used in this administrative
12 And whereas, the number and scope of 12 resolution, open air burning means burning any
13 recent fire reports and incidents have recently 13  materia in the open and in areceptacle other
14  increased, including a single wildfire that 14  than afurnace, incinerator, or other equipment
15  burned over 100 acres and took multiple fire 15  connected to a stack or chimney, including use
16  departments severa hoursto control. 16  of fireworks, sparklers, or sparkling devices,
17 And whereas, temperatures are forecasted 17  exceptinlawfully permitted municipal
18  toreach the mid to upper 90sin the coming 18  fireworksdisplays.
19  days, with heat indices between 100 and 105 19 Five, the burning ban adopted by this
20  degrees possible, which will cause severe 20  administrative resolution shall become
21  dtressonindividual firefighters wearing full 21  effective on Friday June 21, 2024, at 2 o'clock
Page 11 Page 13
1 firegear and on available firefighting 1 p.m. and shall continue for a period of 30 days
2 resources throughout the county. 2 and shall expire on Sunday, July 21, 2024, at 2
3 And whereas, in consideration of the 3 o'’clock p.m., unless terminated or extended by
4  foregoing, on June 21, 2024, the committee 4 separate resolution or legislative act before
5  recommended that the County Council imposea | 5  that date.
6  burning ban throughout the county for a period 6 SiX, as used in this administrative
7  of 30 days. 7  resolution, the term public officer meansthe
8 Whereas, the exercise of sound and prudent 8  chief code compliance officer, their designees,
9  discretion to protect the public health, 9  Tahbot County fire chiefs and their designees.
10  safety, and welfare to conserve firefighting 10 Seven, during the entire time the burning
11  resources and to protect the general public and 11  banimposed hereunder isin effect, apublic
12 their property from such increased risks and 12 officer having reasonable suspicion to believe
13 instances of fires reasonably required the 13  that openair burning is occurring in the
14  County Council to be proactive by immediately |14  county may enter upon the public or private
15  banning open air burning throughout the county |15  property of any person to extinguish the fire
16  inaccordance with Section 119-6A of the Talbot | 16 ~ and may confiscate any unused fireworks,
17 County Code. 17 sparklers, or sparkling devices, if any such
18 Now, therefore, be it resolved by the 18  materiasor devices have been involved with or
19  County Council of Talbot County on this 21st 19  usedinviolation of the burning ban. Nothing
20  day of June 2024 that, one, the recitals set 20  inthis section authorizes any public officer
21 forth above are hereby adopted as findings of 21  toenter any dwelling, structure, or building.
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1 Eight, this administrative resolution is 1 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. All right.
2 subject to amendment or modification, including | 2 Keasha, Keasha, do you have anything to
3 extension or termination by a separate 3 sy?
4 resolution or legidative act of the Council, 4 MS. HAYTHE: No. | have no questions.
5  asmay bereasonably required from timeto 5 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
6 time 6 MS. MIELKE: No. Just to emphasize that
7 And be it further resolved that this 7  oneof our duties as the County Council isto
8  administrative resolution shall take effect on 8  preservethe safety of not only the public, but
9  Friday, June 21, 2024, at 2 o'clock p.m., as 9  ourfirefighters.
10 aforesaid. 10 MR. CALLAHAN: Correct.
11 Introduced by the County Council of Talbot | 11 MS. MIELKE: And our responders, aswell
12 County at a special meeting on June 21, 2024, 12 asthewildlifeand our rural life, rural way
13  at which copieswere available to the public. 13 of life
14 Adopted by the County Council of Talbot 14 MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah. Right.
15  County at a specia meeting on June 21, 2024, 15 So | would add to that. Wereally
16  at which meetings (sic.) were availableto the 16  appreciate you guys coming to us for the safety
17  public. 17  of, you know, the community and letting us know
18 Given under our handsin the great seal of 18  what'sgoing on.
19  Tabot County this 21st day of Juneintheyear |19 So hopefully we do get somerain. That's
20  of our Lord, 2024. 20  forsure.
21 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Good job, Madam | 21 So last words. Do you have anything else
Page 15 Page 17
1  Secretary. 1  youwould liketo say?
2 So hearing that, do we have any questions? 2 CHIEF JONES: Yeah. Actually | doredlize
3 Mr. Stamp, would you like to say afew 3 the4th of July holiday is quickly approaching.
4  words? 4 MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah.
5 MR. STAMP: No. Thisisarequest from 5 CHIEF JONES: Certainly if we get some
6 thefire service, who are out there monitoring 6  appreciable rain between now and then, | would
7  thisonaregular basis, number one. 7  not hesitate to come back and ask that you
8 Number two, the Burn Ban Committeeismade 8  repeal the ban.
9  up of the health officer, forestry department, 9 MR. CALLAHAN: Yes, sir.
10 thefireservice, our Emergency Services 10 CHIEF JONES: So that people can properly
11  officids. They've had ameeting. They 11  enjoy the holiday.
12 reviewed thedata. They believeit's prudent 12 MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah.
13 tocometo the Council and ask for relief 13 CHIEF JONES: So | hope that we do have
14 through this mechanism. 14  someappreciablerain.
15 And it'sbefore you. The matter is before 15 MR. CALLAHAN: No. | appreciate that.
16  youat hand. 16 And Brian.
17 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. That's great. 17 MR. LeCATES: | don't have anything else
18 Mr. Thomas, would you like to say 18 toadd. Thank you, sir.
19  anything? 19 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. So at thistime, is
20 MR. THOMAS: | don't have anything further | 20  there amotion?
21 toadd. 21 MS. MIELKE: So moved.
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1 MR. CALLAHAN: Isthere asecond?
2 MS. HAYTHE: Second.
3 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We got amotion and
4  second to go ahead and approve the
5  administrative resolution as presented.
6 Madam Secretary, could you call the vote.
7 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Cdlahan.
8 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye.
9 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke.
10 MS. MIELKE: Aye.
11 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.
12 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.
13 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Other than that,
14  that'sbasically the end of the meeting.
15 And we really appreciate the good work
16  you'redoing.
17 MR. LeCATES: Thank you.
18 CHIEF JONES: Thank you.
19 MR. LeCATES: We appreciate the support.
20 MR. CALLAHAN: Thank you.
21 (Meeting concluded at: 1:13 p.m.)
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1 STATE OF MARYLAND
2 I, Diane Houlihan, a Notary Public in and

for the State of Maryland, County of Baltimore City,
3 do hereby certify that the within named, Talbot
County Council Audio, personally appeared before me
4 at the time and place herein set according to law,
was interrogated by counsel.
5
| further certify that the examination was
6 recorded stenographically by me and then transcribed
from my stenographic notes to the within printed
7 matter by means of computer-assisted transcription
in atrue and accurate manner.
8
| further certify that the stipulations
9 contained herein were entered into by counsel in my
presence.
10
| further certify that | am not of counsel
11 to any of the parties, not an employee of counsel,
nor related to any of the parties, nor in any way
12 interested in the outcome of this action.

13 ASWITNESS my hand Notorial Seal this 25th
day of June, 2024, at Easton, MD.
14
15 O .
M
16
Diane Houlihan
17 Notary Public
18
19
My commission expires September 16, 2025
20
21
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