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1 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 1  functioned asthe official arts agency in
2 2  Tabot County.
3 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Let'sgoahead and| 3 And whereas, since its establishment in
4 get started. | want to welcome everybody to 4 1987, grant funding totaling over $2.5 million
5  tonight's meeting. 5  hasbeen distributed by the Arts Council to
6 And if everybody could stand, and we're 6 loca arts organizations, art projects, and
7  going to say the prayer and the Pledge of 7  artseducation in schools.
8  Allegiance of theflag. 8 And whereas, Talbot Arts supports access
9 (Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.) 9 totheartsfor al citizensand visitorsto
10 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Let'sgoaheadand| 10  Talbot County, especially in underserved
11  get started here with the agenda. The agenda 11  communities, including peoplein healthcare
12 isbefore uson November 14th. Isthere any 12 settings, seniors, minority groups, those who
13  additions, deletions, or correctionsto the 13 areeconomically disadvantaged, and those with
14  agendatonight? Okay. Hearing none, the 14  specia needs.
15  agendais accepted by unanimous consent. Okay. | 15 And whereas, Talbot Arts continues to
16 Next isthe minutes. Council has had time 16  striveto bring art opportunities to our
17  tolook at the minutes. Arethereany 17 community, having awarded 20 community art
18  additions, deletions, or corrections to the 18  development grants, 12 school grants, 11 summer
19  minutes? Okay. Hearing none, the chair moves |19  art scholarship grantsto students, four mini
20  that the minutes be accepted as unanimous 20  grants, and five specia project grants.
21 consent. Okay. 21 And whereas, recent projectsinclude a
Page 3 Page 5
1 Next is the disbursements of October 31st, 1 workshop for nonprofitsto learn about public
2 November 7th, and November 14th. Council has| 2  art grant opportunities, portrait sketches for
3  had achancetotakealook at all that. Is 3 thehedlth care heroes project, in partnership
4  there any corrections or additions or deletions 4  with Artsfor Learning Maryland to bring funds
5 tothedisbursements? Okay. Hearingnone, the | 5  and resourcesto art classroomsin the county.
6  chair moves that the disbursements be accepted 6 Now, therefore, we, the County Council of
7  asunanimous consent. Okay. 7  Talbot County, do hereby award this Certificate
8 First up tonight is a proclamation from 8  of Recognition to Talbot Artsin appreciation
9 theTalbot Arts. You guys want to come on up. 9  of their contributions to the culture, quality
10  How areyou? 10  of life, and economic development in Talbot
11 MS. STEWARD: Good. How areyou? 11  County for the benefit of the residents and
12 MR. CALLAHAN: Good. Madam Secretary,| 12 visitorsand join in celebration of the arts by
13 would you go ahead and please read the 13 highlighting the upcoming annual Art Showcase
14  proclamation into the record. That would be 14 on November 15, 2023, which celebrates the
15  great. 15  innovative visionaries who have provided
16 MS. MORRIS: Yes. ThisisaCertificate 16  enriching cultural opportunitiesto their
17  of Recognition for Tabot Arts. 17  communities.
18 Whereas, Talbot Arts, funded annually by 18 Given under our hands in the great seal of
19  the Maryland State Arts Council and 19  Tabot County this 14th day of November in the
20  supplemented by grants from Talbot County and |20  year of our Lord, 2023.
21 theTowns of Easton and St. Michaels, has 21 MS. STEWARD: Thank you.
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1 MR. CALLAHAN: Thank you, Madam Secretary. 1 It'sgoingtobealot of fun. There'seven
2 Is there a motion? 2  goingtobeared carpet. Soif you can come,
3 MR. LESHER: So moved. 3 wehopeyou will join us at the Academy of Art
4 MR. CALLAHAN: Second? 4  Museum. It'stomorrow evening at 5:30.
5 MS. HAYTHE: Second. 5 And we're going to be honoring two special
6 MS. MIELKE: Second. 6  gueststomorrow night. Don Buxton isaformer
7 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. There'samotion and 7  executive director of Chesapeake Music, and
8  second to go ahead and approve the 8  James Redman, who has been working with us with
9  proclamation. Madam Secretary, call the vote. 9 theartsinthe Talbot County Public Schools.
10 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Calahan. 10  Sothey'll both be honored tomorrow evening.
11 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye. 11  Sowe'relooking forward to it.
12 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp. 12 MR. CALLAHAN: That's great.
13 MR. STEPP: Aye. 13 MS. LARSON: Yes. My nameis Nancy
14 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher. 14  Larson. I'mapast president of Talbot Arts.
15 MR. LESHER: Aye. 15 We're very excited about honoring both
16 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke. 16  Jamesand Don. They have contributed so much
17 MS. MIELKE: Aye. 17  throughout their years of service. And we felt
18 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe. 18  that asthey are moving into different
19 MS. HAYTHE: Aye. 19  directions, but this was atimely opportunity
20 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Welcome. 20  for ustorecognize al that they have given.
21 MS. STEWARD: Thank you. 21 | worked with James and Don for a number
Page 7 Page 9
1 MS. LARSON: Thank you. 1  of years. And| can't speak highly enough of
2 MS. STEWARD: Thank you so much. 2 their dedication and their fine and wonderful
3 MR. CALLAHAN: Tell usalittle bit about 3 savice
4 it. 4 So again, we hope that you will be able to
5 MS. STEWARD: SolI'm Amy Steward. I'm | 5  join ustomorrow evening in recognition of
6  president of Tabot Arts. 6  these wonderful individuals.
7 And we'rereally excited. We've had | 7 MR. CALLAHAN: Thank you. Thank you.
8  guesswith the pandemic, our annual weusedto | 8 MS. STEWARD: Thank you.
9  call it winterswalk tall, some of you may 9 MS. MIELKE: Just wanted to add.
10  remember that back in the day, program where we 10 MR. CALLAHAN: Sure.
11 would have that every year to honor those that 11 MS. MIELKE: That we have issued
12 receive grantsfrom us. And we used to give 12 Certificate of Recognition for James Redman and
13 out our checks at that event. 13 for Don Buxton.
14 The pandemic happened. So we started 14 MS. STEWARD: Thank you.
15  mailing our checks. 15 MS. LARSON: Thank you.
16 And we just decided that we really wanted 16 MS. MIELKE: That we can present tomorrow
17 it to become more of acelebration of the 17  night.
18  peoplethat we work, both our partners, 18 MS. STEWARD: That'swonderful. Thank you
19  educators, artists, and the art leadersin the 19  somuch.
20  community. 20 MS. LARSON: Thank you.
21 So thiswill be our first Annual Showcase. 21 MS. MIELKE: You want meto read it into
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1 therecord? 1  redly makesadifference in what we can do
2 MR. CALLAHAN: That'sfine. If youdlike | 2  with the students especialy in Talbot County.
3 to, sure 3 And you know, every year we're faced with
4 MS. MIELKE: Certificate of Recognitionto | 4  more and more challengesin that area. So we
5  James Redman. Inrecognition of your hard 5 justrealy send, the board sends their thanks
6  work, dedication, and commitment to excellence | 6  toall of you. Thank you.
7  inyour role astitle one coordinator and 7 MS. LARSON: Thank you.
8  curriculum supervisor for Talbot County Public 8 MR. CALLAHAN: That's great.
9  Schools. We, the County Council of Talbot 9 MS. HAYTHE: Just, you know, thank you for
10  County, do hereby bestow upon you asatokenof | 10  all that you do for the kidsin Talbot County.
11 theesteem and gratitude of Talbot County this 11 And you know, the summer programs that you
12 Certificate of Recognitionin commemoration of |12  provide, we're grateful to you to be in Talbot
13 your positive contributions to the Talbot 13 County. And we're thankful for all your hard
14  County arts community and for having been 14  work.
15  chosen as aspecial honoree this year for the 15 MS. STEWARD: Thank you.
16  Tahbot Arts Showcase by Talbot Arts. 16 MS. LARSON: Thank you.
17 Given under our hands and seals -- our 17 MS. HAYTHE: And | will be there tomorrow
18  handsinthe great sea of Talbot County this 18  night.
19  14th day of November in the year of our Lord, 19 MS. LARSON: Thank you.
20 2023 20 MR. LESHER: You know, | just saw a
21 And likewise, for Don Buxton. In 21 ranking | believe it was two weeks ago of
Page 11 Page 13
1  recognition of your hard work, dedication, and 1  large, medium, and small communitiesin their
2 commitment to excellenceinyour roleasformer | 2 support for the arts. They named Easton, but
3 executive director of Chesapeake Music, we, the | 3 they said population 37,000. So we know that
4 County Council of Talbot County, do hereby 4  they'reredlly talking about all of Talbot
5  bestow upon you as atoken of the esteem and 5  County. And ranking it among thetopten. |
6  gratitude of Tabot County, this Certificate of 6  think we ranked fifth among the small
7  Recognition in commemoration of your positive | 7  communities for the richness of the artslife
8  contributionsto Talbot County arts community 8  that takes place in this community.
9  ashaving been chosen as a special honoree this 9 And they noted a number of things, one of
10  year for the Talbot Arts Showcase by Talbot 10  which was the support for the arts that comes
11 Arts. 11 through through government and through Talbot
12 Given under our hands and seals and the 12 Arts
13 great sed of Talbot County this 14th day of 13 You are no small part of this recognition
14  November in the year of our Lord, 2023. 14  that Talbot County has. Anditisgreat to
15 And we will be presenting these personally 15  havetomorrow night's Arts Showcase at the
16  tomorrow. 16  Academy of Art Museum where we get to show,
17 MS. STEWARD: Thank you very much. 17  onceagain, to our community the breadth of the
18 MS. LARSON: Thank you. 18 talent and the artistic life that we enjoy in
19 MR. CALLAHAN: Good job. 19  thiscommunity.
20 MS. STEWARD: I'djust like to say thank 20 MS. STEWARD: Very much so. Thank you.
21 youto the Council for your support because it 21 MS. LARSON: Thank you.
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1 MR. STEPP: Just continued thanks. | mean 1  systemimprovements. The net proceeds of the
2  theartsarealive and well herein Talbot 2  salethereof to be used and applied for the
3 County from the hard work that you do and 3 public purpose of financing or refinancing
4 contribute to all the contributions by all the 4 rehabilitation improvements to certain
5  membersof our community. So it's wonderful, 5  wastewater facilities located within the
6  wonderful to be here. So thank you. 6  county, asmore particularly described herein,
7 MS. STEWARD: Thank you. 7  together with financing or refinancing of the
8 MS. LARSON: Thank. 8  acquisition of al necessary property rights
9 MR. CALLAHAN: Like my colleagues said, we 9  and equipment and related architectural,
10  really appreciate everything you do for Talbot 10 financia, legal, planning, and engineering
11 County and Easton. You do such agreat job. 11  expenses describing the form and tenor of the
12 That'sfor sure. 12 bonds and the terms and conditions for the
13 So we got something for you. 13  issuance and sale thereof at private sale to
14 MS. STEWARD: Okay. Great. Thank you. 14  theUnited States of America Acting through
15 MS. LARSON: Thank you. 15  Rural Utility Service, United States Department
16 MR. CALLAHAN: Yup. 16  of Agriculture, USDA. Authorizing the
17 MS. KILMON: All right. Ready? One, two, 17  consolidation of separate series of bondsinto
18  three. Very nice. 18  oneor morebonds. Providing for the prompt
19 MR. LESHER: That's for you. 19  payment on the maturing principle of and
20 MS. STEWARD: Thank you. 20  interest onthe bonds. Covenanting to levy and
21 MR. LESHER: Yes, Indeed. 21 collect all taxes necessary to provide for the
Page 15 Page 17
1 MS. STEWARD: Seeyou tomorrow night. 1  payment of the principle of and interest on
2 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Nextontheagenda 2  suchbonds. Subject to the limitations set
3 isintroduction to administrative resolution. 3 forthin section 614 of the county Charter, and
4 Madam Secretary, would you mind reading this | 4  generally relating to the issuance, sale, and
5 intotherecord, please. 5  delivery of the bonds.
6 MS. MORRIS: Yes. Anadministrative 6 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Good job, Madam
7  resolution entitled a resolution of Talbot 7  Secretary.
8  County, Maryland, the county, authorizing the 8 Martha, you want to come on up.
9  issuance and sale of consolidated public 9 MS. SPARKS: Sure can. Bring Jean with
10  improvement general obligation bondsin a 10 me
11  principle amount not to exceed $880,000 11 MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah. Bring Jean.
12 pursuant to the authority of Bill Number 1548, 12 MS. SPARKS: Y ou can come, too, because
13 enacted by the County Council of Talbot County, | 13  she's probably going to be able to answer the
14  Maryland, on October 24, 2023, the publiclocal | 14  other half of the questions.
15  law, section 10-203 of the Local Government 15 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
16  Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, 2013 | 16 MS. SPARKS: Martha Sparks, finance
17  replacement volume as amended, the enabling 17  director for Tabot County.
18  act. And section 623 of the Charter of Talbot 18 MS. WEISMAN: Jean Weisman, administrator
19  County, Maryland, the Charter. Thebondstobe |19  for the sanitary district.
20  designated Talbot County, Maryland general 20 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
21 obligation bonds, St. Michaels wastewater 21 MS. SPARKS: So these bonds are going to,
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1  astheresolution mentions, that they're for 1 MR. LESHER: Okay. Thank you.
2 thedesign, engineer, and construction of 2 MR. CALLAHAN: Any other questions,
3 wastewater facilities and grades, repairs and 3 Council?
4  improvementsto the St. Michaels water 4 MS. HAYTHE: No. That wasthe only
5  treatment, the sewer treatment system. 5  question | had, and she answered it.
6 Jean could probably speak to more of the 6 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Isthere amotion to
7  details of the project that is -- 7  go ahead and approve?
8 MS. WEISMAN: Yeah. Thisisactuallythe | 8 MR. LESHER: I'll so move.
9  fourth trip to the well, if you will, from 9 MS. HAYTHE: Second.
10 USDA. 10 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We got amotion and
11 It's become now a $10 million project. 11  second to approve the administrative
12 Thetota debt service that the county has had 12 resolution. Madam Secretary, could you call
13  toassumefor thisproject isonly 13 thevote.
14 $2.3million. Sowe've gotten $7 million 14 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan.
15  worth, plus worth of grant money in this 15 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye.
16  project. 16 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp.
17 Thisisthe next step, to close on this 17 MR. STEPP: Aye.
18  loan. You adopted the loan resolution or the 18 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher.
19  Bill 1548 last month. And thisisthe next 19 MR. LESHER: Aye.
20  stepfor the Council. 20 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke.
21 MR. LESHER: And Ms. Weisman, canyou |21 MS. MIELKE: Aye.
Page 19 Page 21
1  remind us of the scope of this project? 1 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.
2 Thiswas the project that was inside the 2 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.
3 Town of St. Michaels? 3 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Thereyou go.
4 MS. WEISMAN: InsidethetownandinRio | 4 MS. SPARKS: Thank you so much.
5 Vista They havedoneabig INI, whichis 5 MR. CALLAHAN: Appreciateit. Okay.
6 infiltration. Sothey dlip lined lots of miles 6 Next on the agendaisintroduction for a
7  of pipe. They replaced pipe. They've placed 7  numbered resolution. Madam Secretary, could
8  thepump station at Madison Avenue. They've 8  you go ahead and do that.
9  done the pump station on Grace Street. Just 9 MS. MORRIS: A resolution to establish a
10  huge. 10  vehicleweight limit on Black Dog Alley
11 And when they did that, they worked with 11  pursuant to Maryland Code Annotated,
12 thetown and actually replaced roads once the 12 transportation, section 25-102A11 and Chapter
13 sewer work was done. 13 134 of the Talbot County Code, roads ordinance,
14 MR. CALLAHAN: That's good. 14  inorder to reroute heavy truck through
15 MR. LESHER: But thisbond financing is 15  traffic.
16  for the sewer work, not for the roadwork 16 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Mike, you want to
17  that -- 17  comeonup. Youwant to bring your right-hand
18 MS. WEISMAN: Correct. Thisonewasan |18  man up with you?
19  extra it waslikea$1.6 million extrafor air 19 MR. MERTAUGH: Sure.
20  release valve replacement and the pump 20 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
21 dtations. 21 MR. ELLIOTT: I think Mikeisthe right
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1  hand. | think I'm the left. 1  water, wastewater, roads. If acity, town
2 MR. CALLAHAN: At least you'reon. 2  needsit, wedidit.
3 MR. STAMP: Council President, beforethey | 3 And then recently made this change to be
4 proceed, can | take the opportunity to 4  closer to home. And my wifeand | just had our
5 introduceto you Mr. Josh Elliott. Raise your 5  first baby two and a half weeks ago.
6  hand, Josh. Very good. 6 MR. CALLAHAN: Congrats.
7 Josh is our hew assistant county engineer. 7 MR. STAMP: Congratulations, Josh.
8  And we haven't had the opportunity to introduce | 8 MR. CALLAHAN: That's great.
9  himto the Council. So maybe if we can take 9 MS. HAYTHE: Andyou're here this evening
10  justaminutefor himto say hi. | told him he 10  withus?
11 had at least an hour. 11 MR. ELLIOTT: She hasthe baby at afield
12 MR. ELLIOTT: | asked for two. 12 hockey event somewhere. Yeah.
13 MR. STAMP: But | know Council would like | 13 MS. HAYTHE: Field hockey?
14 towelcomehim. And sincethisishisfirst 14 MR. ELLIOTT: Yup.
15  appearance, | wanted to introduce him to you. 15 MR. CALLAHAN: That's good.
16 MR. CALLAHAN: That'sgreat. Weredly |16 MR. ELLIOTT: That'sthe 10,000-foot view.
17  appreciate you coming with us, Josh. We've 17  If you have any questions, I'm happy to...
18  heard alittle bit about you. So werereally 18 MR. CALLAHAN: Glad to have you aboard
19  looking forward to you spending along time 19  now. That'sfor sure.
20  withus. Andyou know, you're long needed. 20 MR. ELLIOTT: Yup. Thank you.
21  That'sfor sure. Soreally appreciate it. 21 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Yup.
Page 23 Page 25
1 MR. ELLIOTT: Thank you. Thank you. 1 MR. MERTAUGH: Okay. So Black Dog Alley.
2 MR. CALLAHAN: Any other Council member? 2 Asyou know, the road's pretty much become a
3 MS. HAYTHE: Just welcome. 3 bypassaround Easton for primarily traffic
4 MR. CALLAHAN: Yup. 4  going to and from southern Caroline County,
5 MS. MIELKE: Welcome aboard. 5  northern Dorchester County. Along with that
6 MR. CALLAHAN: Yup. All right, Mike. Let 6 traffic volume of people using that asa
7 usknow about Black Dog Alley here. 7  shortcut, have been alot of heavy trucks. And
8 MR. MERTAUGH: Okay. So-- 8  heavy trucks, they're certainly causing
9 MR. LESHER: Y ou want to give him achance 9  maintenance issues along the roadway, some
10 tointroduce his background? 10 damage. Partsof theroad are quite narrow.
11 MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah. Sure. 11  Probably just, if not more, important, safety
12 MR. ELLIOTT: Sol'm Josh Elliott. I'm 12 issuesfor thetraveling public using that
13 originaly from Delmar, Delaware. Went to high 13 road.
14  school in Delmar. 14 So the thought is that if we restrict some
15 Went down to school, University of 15 of these heavy trucks, we can extend the life
16  Alabama 16  of theroad, improveits safety.
17 Came back up. Got married herein Talbot 17 It's not really an extreme burden to these
18  County, and my wifeisfrom Talbot County. We 18  trucks. Black Dog Alley more or less parallels
19  now live up in Ridgely. 19  Route50. Route 50 isdesigned for that kind
20 Worked at George, Miles & Buhr mostly over 20  of traffic. | think obviously alot of folks
21 inLewesdoing municipality engineering. So 21 want to avoid the congestion on 50, but the
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1 redlity of itisthey should stay on the roads 1 So most heavy truck drivers, which have
2 that they're designed for. 2  CDL licenses, they want to protect their
3 So | think that that's the overview of the 3 ability towork. Sowe don't anticipate it
4  effort | believe. 4  being anissue.
5 MR. CALLAHAN: So the work session we had, 5 MR. CALLAHAN: Any other questions?
6 sotell thepublic. Realy, the object is not 6 MR. LESHER: Well, I've witnessed the
7  toshut down locd traffic. 7  need. | wasjust out on the corridor of Dover
8 MR. MERTAUGH: Right. 8 Road and Black Dog Alley and witnessed | mean
9 MR. CALLAHAN: Local farmers and local 9  lotsof traffic going down there. But one
10  businesses. It more of through traffic stuff. 10  53-foot trailer made that turn onto Black Dog
11 MR. MERTAUGH: Correct. Sothe 11  Alley. Exactly the sort of traffic that should
12 legidation that Patrick drafted hasthe 12 beusing those better built roads, the State
13 exceptions. Agricultural, both business 13 routes.
14  that's-- 14 MR. MERTAUGH: Yeah. On the southern part
15 MR. CALLAHAN: Yes. 15 of Black Dog, there's no shoulder. The Roads
16 MR. MERTAUGH: -- ontheroad. Government 16  Department has done a great job keeping that
17  vehicles, of course, and things of that nature. 17 road up. It actualy looks pretty good because
18 So we think we've pretty well madeit so 18  they've spent alot of effort on it within the
19  that it doesn't inhibit folksthat need to use 19  past couple of years. But those type vehicles,
20  theroad. 20  when they get on the edge of pavement with no
21 MR. CALLAHAN: Right. Okay. 21 support, it just crumblesaway. Soit'sjust a
Page 27 Page 29
1 MR. LESHER: And | recal from the work 1 matter of time.
2 session, Mr. Mertaugh, that the county already 2 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
3 hasasimilar restriction on another road? 3 MS. HAYTHE: Yeah. Therewas atanker
4 MR. MERTAUGH: Yeah. Sowehaveredly | 4  truck going down Black Dog when | was going
5  just onthe other side of Dover Road where the 5  hometheother day. I'mlooking. And they
6  south side of Black Dog beginsor endsisDover | 6  were going to the southern part of Black Dog
7  Neck Road. We have essentially the same 7 hitting Preston Road area.
8  dituation. We had alot of issueswith trucks 8 MR. MERTAUGH: Right.
9  going to and from the landfill several years 9 MS. HAYTHE: Where they have the blinking
10 ago. 10  light. AndI'm like oh, my goodness, they're
11 We've used essentially the same weight 11  going to have to straddle the middle of the
12 limitsthat we have on that corridor for 12 road in order to make it to the end.
13 consistency. 13 MR. MERTAUGH: Right, right.
14 One of the factors with this weight 14 MS. HAYTHE: So | think thisis good.
15  restriction was actually gross vehicle weight 15 MR. CALLAHAN: Any other questions from
16  rating as opposed to actually havetoweighthe |16  Council? Okay.
17  individua vehicles. 17 Want to raise our hands to introduce this?
18 The Sheriff's Office, when we enacted that 18 MR. LESHER: So introduced by Council.
19  one, they, for several weeks, they just gave 19 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. And Madam Secretary,
20 thewarnings. And it has not been an issue for 20  could you go ahead and announce the number and
21 them. 21 the public hearing date, please.
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1 MS. MORRIS: Yes. Thiswill be known as 1  county because al the other municipalities
2 Resolution 351 with a public hearing date of 2  dready have one. So it would just allow each
3 Tuesday, December 12th, at 6:30 p.m. 3 municipality to have up to one class E
4 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. That's great. All 4  establishment without regard for the market
5  right, guys. Appreciateit. 5  study.
6 MR. MERTAUGH: Thank you. 6 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. That sounds great.
7 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Next onthelist, 7 Y ou guys want to come on up?
8  Madam Secretary, introduce the legidlation. 8 MR. SNYDER: Sure.
9  Could you go ahead and read that hill into the 9 MR. CALLAHAN: Good evening.
10  record. 10 MR. MITCHELL: Good evening.
11 MS. MORRIS: A bill to amend Charter 11 of 11 MR. SNYDER: Good evening. My nameis
12 the Talbot County Code, alcoholic beverages 12 Curtis Snyder, and I'm here on behalf of
13 regarding the issuance of class E beer, wine, 13  Delmarva Rea Estate Management Group.
14 and liquor licenses for urban locations. 14 Ashesaid, Trappeisthe only
15 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Mr. Thomas, youwant |15  municipality without aclass E beer, wine, and
16  to go ahead and help us understand thisa 16  liquor license.
17 littlebit? 17 We are working on developing the area of
18 MR. THOMAS: Sure. So under the current 18  Trappe, bringing new businessesin and trying
19  acoholic beverages code, there are certain 19  to keep the historic kind of preservation
20  restrictions on the issuance of off-sale 20  there.
21 licenses, which means selling alcohol for 21 One thing that the residents approach us
Page 31 Page 33
1  off-premises consumption. 1  aboutisabeer, wine, and liquor store. Just
2 With respect to class E licenses, which 2 toget abottle of wine or beer or craft beer,
3  areessentialy liquor stores, they're called 3 | should say, or bottle of liquor for dinner,
4  dcohal dispensariesin the code, anew license 4 theresidents have to drive 20 minutes either
5  can't beissued -- there's this market study 5  way tofind abeer, wine, and liquor store.
6  that hasto be done. It based onthe 6 We were |ess than 100 people from the 750
7  population. If there's so many licensesin the 7  requirement. And with that, that doesn't
8  area, then new ones can't be issued. 8  include the recent growth Trappe has already
9 And every municipality | believe, except 9  begun to experience. So | mean regardless, we
10  for the Town of Trappe, currently hasaclassE | 10  would be there. But we can't do anything until
11  off-saleholder. 11 2030 when the new census happens.
12 | believe Mr. Snyder and his father are 12 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
13 herethisevening. They're interested. 13 MR. MITCHELL: WEell, asyou know, we're
14 They'll tell you alittle bit more about it. 14 tryingto -
15  Butthey'reinterested in opening aclassE 15 MR. CALLAHAN: Can you introduce yourself?
16  establishment in the Town of Trappe, whichis | 16 MR. MITCHELL: Oh, my nameis Tom
17  theonly onethat doesn't currently have that. 17 Mitchell, and I'm his father-in-law. He'sthe
18 Currently they're prohibited from doing so 18  father of my granddaughter and soon-to-be
19  under the population regquirement in the code. 19  grandson.
20  Sothiswould alow them to do that. 20 But anyway, for those of you that haven't
21 It wouldn't affect any other areain the 21 beenin Trappe lately, we've refurbished an
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1  officebuilding that sat vacant for ten years. 1 MR. CALLAHAN: And helping us understand
2 We'rebuilding 24 townhouses. We'veopenedthel 2 what you need.
3 MommaMaria's Mediterranean Bistro and the 3 MR. MITCHELL: Inviteyou al to Trappe.
4  Coffee Trappe. And we're going to have the 4 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. All right. Next up,
5  Trappe's new tavern opening in about a month, 5  we'reright ontime here. Madam Secretary has
6  whichwill betied into the Coffee Trappe. 6  got usright ontime here. Public hearing.
7 We've a so bought property on Main Street. 7  Okay.
8 We got rid of the drug house that was a 8 Y ou want to go ahead and read that into
9  plague on the community for years. They were 9 therecord.
10  sdling crack cocaine right out the front door, 10 MS. MORRIS: Yes. Bill Number 1549, an
11  and the government couldn't do anything and the | 11 ~ emergency bill to amend Bill Numbers 1244 and
12 sheriff couldn't do anything. But Curtis 12 1479 for the purpose of expanding the scope of
13 figured out away to get it into bankruptcy and 13 work of the capital project to replace the roof
14  then we bought it at auction and we cleaned it 14  of the south wing of the Talbot County
15  up. Sothat wasthelast drug house in Trappe 15  Courthouse, to also include replacing the roof
16  wedo believe. 16  of the north wing of the Talbot County
17 And then on Route 50, we bought the old 17  Courthouse without increasing the total amount
18  auction building and we have plansthere for a 18  of appropriation therefor.
19  Dollar General. Andthey need agrocery store | 19 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. | appreciate that.
20  inthe Town of Trappefor sure. Andthere'sa 20 Mr. Thomas, you want to go ahead and just
21 couple of other lots there that we're looking 21 kind of bring us up to speed on this.
Page 35 Page 37
1  for theright tenants, too. 1 MR. THOMAS: Sure. So Bill Numbers 1244
2 So we're really trying to bring people 2  and 1479 provided for a capital project to
3 back to Trappe. It's such awonderful town 3 replace the roof on the south wing.
4 with tremendous historic record. 4 The roof on the north wing also needsto
5 And thiswould be part of our planto 5  bereplaced, and we're able to do it without
6  continueto improve the community. 6  increasing the appropriation. So it's double
7 MR. CALLAHAN: That soundsgreat, guys. I 7  theroof for the same price.
8 really appreciateit. 8 But because the bill, those bills were so
9 So at this point, we're just introducing 9  gpecific asto the scope of the work, we need
10 it. Soraiseour hands. 10  todo thisto incorporate the north wing. And
11 MR. LESHER: So introduced by Council. 11 it needsto be donein this emergency bill so
12 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Madam Secretary, | 12  that the work can get done as soon as possible
13 could you go ahead and give us adate and a 13  beforethe harsh winter weather comes.
14 number. 14 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. So that being said,
15 MS. MORRIS: Yes. Thiswill beknownas |15  I'll go ahead and open the public hearing up.
16  Bill Number 1550 with apublic hearing date of | 16 And at thistime, we'll give you three
17  Tuesday, December 12th, at 6:30 p.m. 17  minutesif you'reanindividual. Andif you're
18 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. That soundsgreat.| 18  agroup, we'll give you five minutes.
19 We appreciate you guys being here tonight. 19 So I'll go ahead and start on my left
20 MR. MITCHELL: Thank you very much. 20  here. Doesanybody want to come up and talk
21 MR. SNYDER: Thank you. 21 about 1244 and 1479? Okay.
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1 Onthisside, you're all by yourself over 1 MR. LESHER: Aye.
2 here. Okay. 2 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke.
3 MR. LESHER: The county employeeson your 3 MS. MIELKE: Aye.
4  |eft side aready have anew roof over their 4 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.
5 head. 5 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.
6 MR. CALLAHAN: Exactly, yup. So okay. 6 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We're moving thisto
7 So at this stage, were you getting ready 7 third reader.
8  tosay something? There you go. 8 MS. MORRIS: Bill Number 1549, an
9 MR. STAMP: Clay Stamp, the county 9  emergency hill to amend Bill Numbers 1244 and
10 managey. 10 1479 for the purpose of expanding the scope of
11 And I'd like to, speaking during the 11 work at the capital project to replace the roof
12 public hearing, | would like to say that we had 12 of the south wing of the Talbot County
13 great success with the replacement of thesouth | 13 Courthouse to also include replacing the roof
14 wingroof. Andit did comein abit under 14 of the north wing of the Talbot County
15  budget. 15 Courthouse without increasing the total amount
16 We made sure that we reached out to the 16  of the appropriation therefor.
17  business community, which we will do againto | 17 MR. CALLAHAN: All right. So that being
18  ensurethat we coordinate the operation with 18  said, isthere amotion?
19  local businesses. So | just wanted to mention 19 MR. LESHER: You canjust cal theroll
20  that. 20  now.
21 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. That's good. 21 MR. CALLAHAN: All right. Madam
Page 39 Page 41
1 Anybody else would like to speak? 1  Secretary.
2 Okay. I'll go ahead and, at thistime, go 2 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan.
3  ahead and close the public hearing on Bill 3 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye.
4 1549. 4 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp.
5 Isthere any other discussion on Council? 5 MR. STEPP: Aye.
6 MR. LESHER: We've seen the good work, and 6 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher.
7  it'simportant to move this ahead. 7 MR. LESHER: Aye.
8 Are you looking for amotion to move this 8 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke.
9  tothird reader? 9 MS. MIELKE: Aye.
10 MR. CALLAHAN: | am. 10 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.
11 MR. LESHER: | will moveit to third 11 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.
12 reader. 12 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Soundsgood. Good
13 MS. MIELKE: Second. 13 job. All right.
14 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We got amotion and 14 Now we got Clay's stuff.
15 second, Madam Secretary, to move this to third 15 MR. STAMP: Thank you, Council. It's
16  reader. Could you call the vote. 16  exciting we're going to move to get the north
17 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan. 17 wingdone. That will make Brian Moore very
18 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye. 18  happy.
19 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp. 19 So this evening, Council, your county
20 MR. STEPP: Aye. 20  manager report, | have a number of board and
21 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher. 21 committee appointments to recommend to you and
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1  thenwe havefour items of business that | 1 MS. MIELKE: Aye.
2 would liketo go over. 2 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.
3 The first under boards and committee 3 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.
4 appointments involves the Economic Devel opment 4 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
5  Commission. Reguesting Council approval of the 5 MR. STAMP: The next item we haveisthe
6 St Michaels representative being 6  Emergency Services Advisory Board. Magjor Scott
7  reappointment of Rob Straebel. He's the town 7  Mergenthaer is stepping down from that board
8  manager. 8  and the sheriff is recommending that Captain
9 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. 9  SteveElliott be amember of the Emergency
10 MR. LESHER: I'll move for the 10  Services Advisory Board and it requires Council
11  appointment. 11  approval.
12 MS. HAYTHE: Second. 12 MR. STEPP: So moved.
13 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Got amotion and 13 MR. LESHER: Second.
14  second. Madam Secretary, could you cal the 14 MS. HAYTHE: Second.
15  vote. 15 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We got amotion and
16 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Cdlahan. 16  second to go ahead and appoint Steve Elliott.
17 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye. 17  Madam Secretary, could you call the vote.
18 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp. 18 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan.
19 MR. STEPP: Aye. 19 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye.
20 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher. 20 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp.
21 MR. LESHER: Aye. 21 MR. STEPP: Aye.
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1 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke. 1 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher.
2 MS. MIELKE: Aye. 2 MR. LESHER: Aye.
3 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe. 3 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke.
4 MS. HAYTHE: Aye. 4 MS. MIELKE: Aye.
5 MR. STAMP: And the next one, the Town of | 5 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.
6  Trappeisrequesting the appointment of Walter 6 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.
7  Chaseto serve on our Parks and Recreation 7 MR. STAMP: The next item involves the
8  Advisory Board. 8  Maryland Association of Counties. Each year
9 MS. HAYTHE: | make amotiontoreappoint | 9  the County Council appoints alegislative
10  Walter Chase. 10  liaison to the Maryland Association of
11 MR. STEPP: Second. 11  Counties.
12 MR. CALLAHAN: Wegotamotionanda |12 And we are asking Council approval to
13 second to reappoint Mr. Chase. Madam 13 appoint KeashaHaythe as a primary
14  Secretary, could you call the vote. 14 representative and Lynn Mielke asthe
15 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan. 15  adternate.
16 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye. 16 MR. STEPP: So moved.
17 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp. 17 MR. LESHER: Second.
18 MR. STEPP: Aye. 18 MR. CALLAHAN: We got amotion and did we
19 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher. 19  haveasecond?
20 MR. LESHER: Aye. 20 MR. LESHER: Second.
21 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke. 21 MR. CALLAHAN: Did we have a second.
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1  Okay. That'sgood. 1 Thisisthe third step in the three-step
2 Madam Secretary, could you call the vote. 2  processon the USDA loan package that we talked
3 MS. MORRIS: Yes. Mr. Callahan. 3 about amoment ago. We have arequest from the
4 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye. 4  Finance Office for approval of the United
5 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp. 5  States Department of Agriculture USDA loan
6 MR. STEPP: Aye. 6  resolution related to the county's financing
7 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher. 7  andrefinancing of rehabilitation improvements
8 MR. LESHER: Aye. 8  to certain wastewater facilities within Talbot
9 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke. 9  County.
10 MS. MIELKE: Aye. 10 Asyou read in your agenda packet and in
11 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe. 11  follow-up to the Council's action earlier in
12 MS. HAYTHE: Aye. 12 the meeting, I'm requesting Council approval of
13 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. 13 the USDA loan in the amount of $880,000 for the
14 MR. STAMP: Thank you. Andthenfinally, |14  St. Michael's wastewater collection system.
15  Council, we have arequest for the 15 | do have Martha here if you'd like her to
16  reappointment of Mr. Michadl Strannahan to 16 comeup. But again, thisisthethird stepin
17  serveon the Planning Commission. Hisposition |17  the process that you're somewhat familiar with
18  expiresin December, and he'sinterested in 18  atthispoaint.
19  reappointment. 19 MS. HAYTHE: I'll make amotion to
20 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. 20  approve.
21 MR. LESHER: | move the appointment. 21 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
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1 MS. MIELKE: Second. 1 MR. STEPP: Second.
2 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We got amotion and 2 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We got amotion and
3 second to reappoint. 3 second. Madam Secretary, could you call the
4 MR. STAMP: Michagl Strannahan. 4  vote.
5 MR. CALLAHAN: Michael Strannahan. Madam 5 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan.
6  Secretary, could you call the vote. 6 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye.
7 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Cdlahan. 7 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp.
8 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye. 8 MR. STEPP: Aye.
9 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp. 9 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher.
10 MR. STEPP: Aye. 10 MR. LESHER: Aye.
11 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher. 11 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke.
12 MR. LESHER: Aye. 12 MS. MIELKE: Aye.
13 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke. 13 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.
14 MS. MIELKE: Aye. 14 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.
15 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe. 15 MR. STAMP: Good job, Martha.
16 MS. HAYTHE: Aye. 16 The next item | have, I'll ask -- are we,
17 MR. STAMP: Next, I'll ask | guess, 17 Jeanand Josh. Okay. Nextitem | haveisa
18  Martha, can you stand by. 18  request from the Department of Public Works.
19 MR. CALLAHAN: Stand by. 19 Recommendation to award Bid Number 23-11,
20 MR. STAMP: Stand by. So Council, we have 20  extension of sewer from the Region |1
21 arequest from the Finance Office. 21 St Michaels wastewater treatment plant to the
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1  Mount Pleasant area under Broad Creek and to 1  tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay. Soitis
2 theVillages of Bozman and Neavitt, asoutlined | 2  exciting from that perspective.
3 inResolution 250. 3 And of course, there are alot of people
4 And you read in your agenda packet, the 4  down therethat have been actively looking for
5  Department of Public Works is requesting 5  thiskind of relief.
6  Council approval for conditional award of Bid 6 And the bids did comein quite favorably.
7 Number 23-11 asfollows pending the approval of| 7 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
8  Maryland Department of the Environment. 8 MR. LESHER: | recdl that we've been
9 Phase 1A, Schumer, Incorporated for 9  worried for some time about how large the
10  $5,813,450. 10  capital chargeswould be, the debt would be to
11 Phase 1B, Spring & Associates, $683,810. 11  therate payers down there.
12 Phase 1C, Spring & Associates, $1,640,750. | 12 So because these bids are so low, lower
13 And we have Josh and Jean here that both 13 than expected anyway, you're expecting that do
14 that can answer specific questions relevant to 14  you have arange of what we're expecting the...
15 thisproject. 15 MS. WEISMAN: Theannual?
16 Itisan exciting project. 16 MR. LESHER: The feeto the customer?
17 MS. WEISMAN: Itisvery exciting. It's 17 MS. WEISMAN: | do not yet.
18  going to come on the heels of Resolution 235. 18 MR. LESHER: Soit will be worked out.
19  Sothiswill be another 600 people that will be 19 But | know those pencils have been
20  ableto beconnected to the sewer systemgoing |20  sharpened before projecting affordability for
21 fromwhereit stops on Railroad Avenuein 21  those property owners.
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1 St Michaelsall the way down to the end of 1 MS. WEISMAN: Right, right. The
2 Neavitt. 2 engineer's estimate was around 12 million for
3 One correction. The Spring & Associates 3 thispiece. Sowerein good shape.
4 bhidwas 663,810. They had two numbersintheir | 4 MR. LESHER: Terrific. Terrific. That's
5 bid. Sothat'sjust acorrection. 5  grea news.
6 MR. STAMP: Thank you. 6 MS. HAYTHE: Yeah.
7 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. 7 MS. MIELKE: Any other questions from
8 MS. WEISMAN: And thisisfunded through | 8  Council?
9 theMDE. Thereisactualy $17 millionin 9 MS. HAYTHE: No. To be under isagood
10  funding for thisproject. Thisisloan 10  thing.
11  funding. Socomingin at $8,118,000 isreally 11 MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah,itis. Okay. Sodo
12 apositivething. Thiswill really reduce the 12 | haveamotion?
13 level of the debt that the users will have to 13 MR. LESHER: I'll move for approval.
14 assume. 14 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay.
15 MR. CALLAHAN: That's great. 15 MS. MIELKE: Second.
16 MR. STAMP: And just areminder, itis 16 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We got amotion and
17  exciting because we have a number of failing 17  second to go ahead and approve 23-11.
18  septic systemsin that area. And of course, 18 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan.
19  we'd liketo recognize that these are 19 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye.
20  environmental mitigation projects whereyou're | 20 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp.
21 rescuing leaking or leeching sewer systemsinto | 21 MR. STEPP: Aye.
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1 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher. 1 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp.

2 MR. LESHER: Aye. 2 MR. STEPP: Aye.

3 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke. 3 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher.

4 MS. MIELKE: Aye. 4 MR. LESHER: Aye.

5 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe. 5 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke.

6 MS. HAYTHE: Aye. 6 MS. MIELKE: Aye.

7 MR. STAMP: Thank you, Council. 7 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.

8 MR. CALLAHAN: Yup, yup. 8 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.

9 MR. STAMP: Next item we haveisarequest | 9 MR. STAMP: Thank you, Council.
10  from the Department of Public Works. 10 Thank you, Jean and Josh. Appreciate your
11  Recommendation to award Bid 23-12, septictank | 11~ hard work every day.
12 effluent pump, STEP, system equipment. 12 The next item we have and the final item
13 Purchaseonly. 13  isMaryland Department of Environment. No.
14 Asyou read in your agenda packet, the 14 I'msorry.
15  Department of Public Works s requesting 15 Next item we have, I'm going to ask Donna
16  Council approval to award Bid Number 23-12to | 16  to come up, your director of administrative
17  thesole bidder, Orenco, in the amount of 17  services. Requesting, for arequest for a
18  $2,082,000 for the purchase of 300 STEP units. | 18  letter of intent to join the Time to Care Act
19  Contingent upon approval by the Maryland 19  Insurance Collaborative with the Maryland
20  Department of the Environment. 20  Association of Counties.
21 And again, we have Josh and Jean here to 21 Asyou read in your agenda packet, I'm
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1  answer any more detailed questions or to add 1  requesting Council's approval to issue aletter

2 any additions or corrections | might have. 2  of intent to the Maryland Association of

3 MS. WEISMAN: Y ou want to go? 3 Countiesindicating the Council's intention to

4 MR. ELLIOTT: Yeah. Sothisawardisonly | 4  jointhe Timeto Care Act Insurance

5  for the purchase of the actual septic tanks 5  Collaborative to execute a memorandum of

6  that pump to theforce mains. They'll be 6  agreement.

7  installed under a separate contract for each 7 And Donnais here to speak alittle bit

8  homeowner. 8  about this effort.

9 The base bid was based on 900 units. MDE 9 And of course, Keasha Haythe, Council
10  asked usto separate the 900 between Resolution | 10 ~ Member Keasha Haythe was part of our detailed
11 235and 250. 11 work onthis. So I'm sure she might be able to
12 So at thistime, we're only asking for 12 add.
13 award for the 300 under Resolution 235. 13 Welcome, Donna.
14 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Any questionsfroml14 DONNA: Thank you. Good evening. Senate
15  Council? Do | have amotion? 15  Bill 275, Maryland's Timeto Care Act, was
16 MR. STEPP: So moved. 16  passed in 2022, establishing up to 12 weeks of
17 MR. LESHER: I'll second. 17  paid family and medical leave.
18 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Madam Secretary, | 18 Tonight we are asking for signatureson a
19  couldyou call the vote, please. 19  letter of intent and memorandum of agreement to
20 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan. 20  jointhe Maryland Association of Boards of
21 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye. 21 Education and the Maryland Association of
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1  Counties collaborative to get the most 1  becomedligible. Wedon't haveto do thisin

2 competitive pricing and coordinate proper 2 advance, which we would have had to do if we

3 administration of this act. 3 wereunder the default State.

4 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. 4 DONNA: Correct. We would have had to

5 MR. LESHER: And sothiswould, thisState | 5  start paying, contributing 15 months before the

6  law will alow our employees, they're aready 6  benefits applies.

7  entitled to keep their jobs for that time, but 7 MS. HAYTHE: Yesh.

8  thismeansthat they'll actually get paidin 8 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. All right. That

9 theinterim. 9  being said, isthere amotion?

10 DONNA: Correct. If they -- if 10 MR. LESHER: I'll move for the letter of
11  digibility is determined, yes. 11 intent.
12 MR. LESHER: And the eligibility begins, 12 MS. MIELKE: Second.
13  whenisit again? 13 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Madam Secretary, we
14 DONNA: So an employee hasto work 680 14  got amotion and second for aletter of intent.
15  hoursfrom the time, ayear from the time of 15  Could you call the vote, please.
16  theleave, that the leave begins. But it 16 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan.
17  doesn't haveto bejust for one employer. It 17 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye.
18  canbefor any employer in Maryland. But it 18 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp.
19  hasto be 680 hours prior to the leave date. 19 MR. STEPP: Aye.
20 MR. LESHER: And this benefit beginsin 20 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher.
21 20267 21 MR. LESHER: Aye.
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1 DONNA: Correct. January 1, 2026. 1 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mieke.

2 MR. STAMP: Soitisimportant to note, | 2 MS. MIELKE: Aye.

3 think Keasha can probably echo this, we did 3 MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.

4  determine that the mgjority of all countiesin 4 MS. HAYTHE: Aye.

5  Maryland are becoming signatories with the 5 MR. STAMP: Thank you, Donna.

6  Maryland Association of Countiesto collaborate | 6 DONNA: Thank you.

7  totry to get the best pricing of all. 7 MS. HAYTHE: Thanks, Donna.

8 | mean thisis a significant mandate that 8 MR. CALLAHAN: Thank you.

9  isbeing passed by the General Assembly onto 9 MR. LESHER: And Council, that completes
10  county governments and others. 10  your county manager report for this evening.
11 MS. HAYTHE: And thisisthe most 11  Thank you for your support.

12 effective way, yeah, for usto participate. 12 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. Thank you. Good
13 The other way would just be too expensive 13  job.

14  for usand to the taxpayers. Sothisisthe 14 Next on the agenda s public comment. |

15  most cost-efficient way for us to participate 15  didn't know. We don't have? Okay. Does

16  andlessen the burden for us. 16  anybody liketo come up? Sorry. | know you

17 MR. CALLAHAN: Right. Okay. 17  want to comeup here. All right.

18 MR. LESHER: Wéll, and importantly, we 18 Lastly is Council comments. Who wants to
19  don't have to start paying into this system. 19  start? Anybody? Mr. Stepp.

20 MS. HAYTHE: Yes. 20 MR. STEPP: Just it was great to seea

21 MR. LESHER: Until our employeesactually |21  successful waterfowl this past weekend.

16 (Pages 58 - 61)

Veritext Legal Solutions



Talbot County Council Meeting

November 14, 2023

Page 62 Page 64
1 Coming into the holiday season here, we've 1 And if you have the ability to donate to
2 got Thanksgiving just around the corner. It 2 any of the Thanksgiving drives, please do so
3 will happen before our next Council meeting. 3 because we have people in our community that
4  Sojust wanted to wish the county a very happy 4  don't have the ability to provide the foods
5  Thanksgiving. Please enjoy your time with 5  necessary to celebrate Thanksgiving like we do.
6  friendsand loved ones. 6  Soweretruly blessed.
7 And if you're deep frying your turkey, 7 MR. CALLAHAN: Just follow up with that,
8  please make sureit's thawed out before putting 8  too. | want to wish everybody a Happy
9 itinthehot oil. Soword to thewise, keep 9  Thanksgiving.
10  our EMSfolkswith their families aswell. 10 And like Mr. Stepp said, we take the
11 MR. LESHER: | have nothing further. 11 Waterfowl Festival for granted every year. And
12 MR. CALLAHAN: Yup, yup. 12 it wasabeautiful weekend. That'sfor sure.
13 MS. MIELKE: 1 just have an announcement. |13  And I'm glad that it went very well. So we all
14 MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah. Sure. 14  enjoyed it, and that's really something that
15 MS. MIELKE: About the Opioid Operational |15  people throughout the United States come to.
16  Command Center, Maryland's primary opioid 16  Sowe're blessed to have something like that
17  response coordinating office, ishostingatown |17  here.
18  hall on November 16th at the Talbot County Free | 18 So other than that, Mr. Lesher, you want
19  Library. 19  togo ahead.
20 The Community Overdose Action Town Hall | 20 MR. LESHER: The County Council's next
21  amsto provide the community with the 21 meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 28th,
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1  opportunity to share their ideas for how we can 1  beginning at six o'clock p.m. The Council will
2 do more to address the opioid and overdose 2 beconvening in open session at 4:30 p.m. and
3 crisis. 3 thenadjourning into closing session, as listed
4 The meeting will include several 4  onthe statement for closing that meeting.
5  presentations, including from our Sheriff, Joe 5 On Monday, November 20th, at
6  Gamble. Included topics are the importance of 6  four o'clock p.m., the County Council will be
7 community participation in addressing the 7 meeting with the Planning Commission to discuss
8 opioid crisis, care, recovery services 8  legidation concerning Talbot County's
9  availability within the county and racial 9  comprehensive water and sewer plan and the
10  disparities of overdose outcomes. 10  Lakeside project. The meeting isopen to the
11 The doors will open at six p.m. and 11  public and will be held here in the Bradley
12 presentations begin at 6:30. Thetown hall is 12 Meeting Room.
13 opento the public, with time being reserved 13 Therefore, isthere amotion to adjourn
14  for questions and comments for individuals who 14  this meeting and reconvene as noted?
15  register for the event. 15 MS. HAYTHE: So moved.
16 Please attend. It'simportant to our 16 MR. STEPP: Second.
17 community. 17 MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. We got amotion and
18 MR. CALLAHAN: Good. Good job. 18  second. Madam Secretary, could you call the
19 MS. HAYTHE: No comments. Just wish 19 vote.
20  everyone aHappy Thanksgiving next week. Enjoy 20 MS. MORRIS: Mr. Callahan.
21 timewith your family and friends. 21 MR. CALLAHAN: Aye.
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MS. MORRIS: Mr. Stepp.

MR. STEPP: Aye.

MS. MORRIS: Mr. Lesher.

MR. LESHER: Aye.

MS. MORRIS: Ms. Mielke.

MS. MIELKE: Aye.

MS. MORRIS: Ms. Haythe.

MS. HAYTHE: Aye.

MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. That'sit. Thanks
10  for coming.

11 (Meeting concluded at: 6:52 p.m.)
12

13

14
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Page 67
1 STATE OF MARYLAND
2 I, Diane Houlihan, a Notary Publicin and
for the State of Maryland, County of Baltimore City,
3 do hereby certify that the within named, Talbot
County Council Audio, personally appeared before me
4 at the time and place herein set according to law,
was interrogated by counsel.
5
| further certify that the examination was
6 recorded stenographically by me and then transcribed
from my stenographic notes to the within printed
7 matter by means of computer-assisted transcription
in atrue and accurate manner.

| further certify that the stipulations
9 contained herein were entered into by counsel in my
presence.
10
| further certify that | am not of counsel
11 to any of the parties, not an employee of counsel,
nor related to any of the parties, nor in any way
12 interested in the outcome of this action.
13 ASWITNESS my hand Notorial Seal this 20th
day of October, 2072 at Fagton MD

15 QeDautite

16
Diane Houlihan
17 Notary Public
18
19
My commission expires September 16, 2025
20
21
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